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St. Peter ’s Roman Catholic Church  
Location: Barclay Street; Manhattan   Inaugural Year: 1837 (Parish since 1785) 

My Visit: Sunday, May 27 
St. Peter’s History 
 St. Peter’s is steeped in history and a significant landmark within its downtown home, 
and is recognized as the state of New York’s first Roman Catholic parish. The parish’s early days 

weren’t necessarily smooth sailing, however. After leasing five 
lots from “the Farm of Trinity Church” in 1785 and the 
construction of an original chapel in 1786, the parish struggled 
with drawing in a consistent congregation and paying its rent 
for decades, relying on the financial support of the Trinity 
Church. By 1800, the year that the parish opened the city’s first 
Catholic school 
(which would 
operate for 140 
years), St. 

Peter’s had achieved a reputable standing in the 
downtown area. The Church continues to operate 
into the modern age of today as a “kind of parish-
away-from-home for thousands who fill the area 
each workday.” 
My Visit 
 I will forever remember St. Peter’s as the 
first Church I attended here in New York. The 
Sunday morning Mass I attended had a quaint but 
passionate congregation.  

History Basis and Images Credit: St. Peter’s Roman Catholic Church 

St. Andrew’s Roman Catholic Church  
Location: Cardinal Hayes Place [Next to City Hall]; Manhattan 

Inaugural Year: 1842   My Visit: Sunday, June 3 
St. Andrew’s History 
 St. Andrew’s could be considered a 
beautification project in its early days, as the Church 
was built near the New York’s infamous Five Points 
neighborhood, which is of Gangs of New York fodder 
and often referred to as having the highest murder rate 
of any slum in the world in its most severe days. Even 
so, St. Andrew’s was considered an architectural gem 
during the Church’s construction – becoming the only 
structure to ever be built in New York by renowned 

Maginnis & Walsh firm. 
The Church was erected 
near where American 
Cardinal Patrick Joseph 
Hayes was believed to be 
born, and continues to 
serve a bustling City Hall 
area today. 

My Visit 
 Within walking distance, St. Andrew’s 
instilled a sense of awe within me through the Church’s gorgeous two level setting and 
passionate, personable serving Priest. I even got a particularly firm high–five from him as he 
circled the smaller congregation in attendance upon finishing his loud, enjoyable sermon. 

History Basis Credit: Remigius Lafort; The Catholic Church in the United States… Volume 3 

http://www.stpetersrcnyc.org/index.cfm?active=1
http://books.google.com/books?id=KL4YAAAAYAAJ&pg=PA312#v=onepage&q&f=false


Church of St.  Francis of Assisi  
Location: W. 31st Street; Manhattan   Inaugural Year: 1892 

My Visit: Sunday, June 10 
St. Francis of Assisi’s History  
 The Church of St. Francis of Assisi has been adapting to its 

constantly morphing location in 
midtown Manhattan. The Church was 
actually originally established as an 
action of transition by Father Zachary 
Kunz, whose original Church on W. 
30th Street had been closed. Throughout 
the years, St. Francis of Assisi has 
aimed to facilitate the rapidly changing 
needs of a rapidly changing community 
in the surrounding area – which went from a residential area to 
a high-flowing district housing Penn Station around 1910. 
Assisi responded by offering unique Nightworker’s Masses in 
the evening and becoming the first Church in America to offer 
daily Mass as late as 12:15 – its Noonday Mass. St. Francis of 
Assisi continues to operate in a similar role to the community 
through present day.  

My Visit  
 My visit to the Church of St. Francis of Assisi continued the upward trend in Church 
experiences as the summer progressed. The Mass itself was methodical and smile-invoking, 
though I’m not sure I would’ve understood too much of what was happening had I been in 
attendance an hour earlier, at the parish’s weekly Korean-speaking Mass. I was also enamored by 
St. Francis of Assisi’s breathtaking ceiling mural (pictured, top left). 

History Basis Credit: Church of St. Francis of Assisi 

Church of the Holy Cross  
Location: 42nd Street; Manhattan   Inaugural Year: 1852 

My Visit: Sunday, June 17 
Holy Cross’ History  
 For better or for worse (with each scenario 
holding a piece in the Church’s history), the Church of 
the Holy Cross is the primary Catholic Church occupying 
the maximal activity area in and around Times Square in 
Manhattan. In fact, Holy Cross is the oldest remaining 
structure on bustling 42nd Street from the Hudson River 
all the way to the East River. Over the years, the Church 
has survived and thrived under strong leadership, which 
has included the likes of standout Priests Father Francis 
Duffy and Father Joseph A. McCaffrey. The Church of 
the Holy Cross appropriately refers to itself and its duties 

as “Serving as the Crossroads of the 
World,” where the Church’s 
signature beacon has shined for over 
150 years. 
My Visit  
 I was excited to visit Holy 
Cross due to its very close proximity 
to Times Square, and definitely received an experience. Holy Cross’ primary 
Mass, which featured a much larger congregation that any I’d seen in New 

York to that point, lasted an hour and a half (about 30-40 minutes longer than a typical Mass). 
History Basis Credit: Church of the Holy Cross  

http://www.stfrancisnyc.org/
http://www.holycrossnyc.com/


St. Augustine Roman Catholic Church  
Location: Park Slope; Brooklyn   Inaugural Year: 1897 

My Visit: Sunday, June 24  
St. Augustine’s History 
 While St. Augustine as a Church 
would not be erected until 1897, the story 
of the Church’s parish began much 
earlier, when then-Pope Pius IX separated 
all of Long Island in its entirety 
(including Brooklyn) from the 
Archdiocese of New York. With a 
newfound identity, the parish in the Park 
Slope area would grow steadily until the 
construction of St. Augustine just prior to 
the turn of the century, which at that point 
was described as “Brooklyn’s Finest 
Church.” Today, St. Augustine sits just 
off one of Brooklyn’s most commercial areas but maintains the serene elegance that caused so 
much excitement when it was first founded.  
My Visit  
 St. Augustine’s Mass marked the first time I had (finally) trekked off of Manhattan for a 
Mass, and I was greeted with a very welcoming community feel. Apparently I made myself so 

much at home that the Mass director asked if I would like to 
help collect the offering – a request I honorably accepted. The 
neighborhood St. Augustine serves is diverse (see bulletin 
image to the right), yet the Church is exceptionally inclusive. 

History Basis Credit: St. Augustine Roman Catholic Church and the 1897 New York Times report 

St. Peter ’s Roman Catholic Church  
Location: St. George/New Brighton Historic District; Staten Island    

Inaugural Year: 1903   My Visit: Saturday, June 30  
St.  Peter ’s History  
 Prior to the original St. Peter’s on Staten Island being dedicated in 
1844 (and ahead of the current St. Peter’s built in 1903), the island’s Catholic 

community was forced 
to travel to either 
Manhattan (actually, to 
the first St. Peter’s, my 
week one stop) or 
Brooklyn to worship. 
After St. Peter’s parish 
was established (and promptly celebrated 
the first Mass on Staten in an abandoned 
gun factory), the Catholic population on 
the island boomed until the current-day, 
enormous and castle-like St. Peter’s was 
built following a fire to the original 
Church. Sitting upon Staten’s scenic slope 
facing outward towards Manhattan, St. 
Peter’s Church is a recognizable landmark 

upon the water, and has been used as a reference point for sailors on the water over the years. 
Today, St. Peter’s remains gallantly placed atop hilly St. George in Staten Island.   
My Visit  
 I immensely enjoyed the celebration I took part in at St. Peter’s, as well as the rest of my 
time at Staten Island. A very short (maybe 4’10’’), sweet old Priest gave a perfect, joyful sermon. 

History Basis Credit: The New York City Chapter of the American Guild Organists 

http://www.staugustineparkslope.org/index.html
http://query.nytimes.com/gst/abstract.html?res=F1061FF63D5515738DDDAF0994DD405B8285F0D3
http://www.nycago.org/Organs/SI/html/StPeterRC.html


Our Lady of Victory Church  
Location: William Street; Manhattan   Inaugural Year: 1947 

My Visit: Monday, July 9 
Our Lady of Victory’s History  
 Aligned in the heart of Manhattan’s Financial District, 
Our Lady of Victory truly is a different type of Catholic 

parish. The parish was 
initially founded in 1944 as 
“the War Memorial 
Church,” and has constantly 
catered to the working men 
and women who overflow 
the influencing area every 
workday. Ever since the 
current cozy yet pleasant 
Church was completed in 
1947, Our Lady of Victory 
operates in an efficient, if 
not a bit unorthodox, 
manner. Each weekday, six Masses are offered alongside three 
hours of confession. Our Lady of Victory is an alternative yet 
admirable breed among New York’s Catholic community.  

My Visit  
 I couldn’t make it throughout my summer-long journey without visiting the nearest 
Catholic parish, located on the same street as my residence. This Mass was unlike any other I’ve 
ever experienced, however. The entire service was fit neatly into 25 minutes prior to the start of a 
busy Monday morning in downtown New York. I was amazed, yet also fulfilled.  

History Basis Credit: Our Lady of Victory Church  

Fordham University  
Location: Rose Hill; Bronx   Inaugural Year: 1841 

My Visit: Sunday, July 15 
Fordham’s History  
 Fordham University was originally founded as St. John’s College by Reverend and future 

New York Archbishop John Hughes on an area referred to 
as old Rose Hill Manor, where the university still stands 
today in the Bronx. St. John’s College (which became 
Fordham in 1907, adopting the name of the original 
neighborhood in the area) was the first Catholic 
institution of higher education in the northeastern region 
of the United 
States, and 
today is 
referred to as 
the “Jesuit 

University of New York,” after its adherence to the 
Jesuit tradition of Priesthood. 
My Visit  
 I love college campuses, and was particularly 
excited to take in Fordham’s lush grounds and sacred 
landmarks. I certainly wasn’t disappointed, as I was 
able to explore the quaint, gated and beautiful campus throughout a pleasant summer evening and 
appreciate the similar, yet very different culture that the Catholic university displays.  

History Basis Credit: Fordham University 
 

http://www.ourladyofvictorychurch.org/
http://www.fordham.edu/discover_fordham/facts_26604.asp


St. John’s University  
Location: Hillcrest; Queens   Inaugural Year: 1870 (1954 for Queens campus) 

M<y Visit: Sunday, July 22 
St. John’s History  
 Through momentum from Fathers of the 
Vincentian tradition of Priesthood, the College of St. 
John the Baptist was initially formed in 1868 with a 
base in Brooklyn, leading to educational programs 
beginning in 1870. Only through a series of morphing 

and founding of more and 
more schools was the name 
of the school altered to St. 
John’s University, and 
methodically moved from 
downtown Brooklyn to the 
site of the former Hillcrest 
Golf Club in Queens. Since 
its move throughout the 
mid-1950’s, St. John’s has 
acquired smaller schools 
and expanded to six 

universities, including one in Paris and one in Rome. 
Today, St. John’s is a nationally recognizable university with tuition rates comparable to the 
city’s premier private educational institutions in New York University and Columbia University. 
My Visit  
 St. John’s provided yet another chance to explore a gorgeous campus, which was bigger 
and prettier than what I had anticipated. Additionally, I was able to attend and enjoy Mass at the 
university’s St. Thomas More Church, an institution similar to the Thomas More/Newman Center 
on my home campus at Mizzou.     History Basis Credit: St. John’s University 

St. Patrick’s Cathedral  
Location: Madison Avenue; Manhattan   Inaugural Year: 1879 

                          My Visit: Sunday, July 29 
St. Patrick’s History 
 St. Patrick’s Cathedral, or “America’s Parish 
Church” as New York Archbishop Cardinal Timothy 
M. Dolan refers to it as, has a history as grand and 
complex as the Church itself. Back in the mid-
1800’s, then-Archbishop John Hughes called upon 
New York’s burgeoning Catholic population to 
donate what they could in order to construct a new 
Cathedral, but not just any new structure suitable for 
worship. Rather, Hughes proclaimed that they 
together would build “the most beautiful Gothic 
Cathedral in the New World.” After the laying of the 
new Cathedral’s cornerstone in 1858, the Church 
would finally open in 1879 on the far outskirts of 
what was then a very centralized New York City – 
but not before a momentous event made completion 
possible. In late 1878, a final fundraising effort was 
sponsored by the Archdiocese of New York so that 
the interior of the Church may be completed and 
would include proper furnishings. “The Great 
Cathedral Fair,” as it has since been referred to 
historically, featured forty-five area parishes that… 

http://www.stjohns.edu/


…sponsored tables at the fair, which was held upon the interior floor of the unfinished Cathedral. 
The fair raised over $172,000 and remains today as America’s largest ecclesiastical fair ever held. 

Originally ridiculed because of its distant location from the rest of the 
city, New York has since grown to surround St. Patrick’s over many 
developmental years. While the city’s identity changed around it, the 
Cathedral has remained as a sanctuary of grace and worship. Plenty of 
notable events have taken place in and around St. Patrick’s over those 
many years, however. Popes Paul VI and John Paul II both visited St. 
Patrick’s during their reign, while current Pope Benedict XVI became 
the first and only Pope to celebrate Mass within the Cathedral in 2008. 
A myriad of high-profile figures from popular culture regularly attend 
Mass at St. Patrick’s, as well as have Requiem and Memorial Masses 
dedicated in their remembrance. A few such memorials that the 
Cathedral has hosted include services for athletic legends Babe Ruth, 

Joe DiMaggio and Vince Lombardi, artist Andy Warhol, author William F. Buckley, Jr. and 
American politician Robert F. Kennedy. The Cathedral serves as a permanent resting place for 
each of New York’s eight past deceased Archbishops, who are entombed underneath the 
Church’s high altar. Also highly noted is St. Patrick’s thoroughly detailed and varied architecture, 
which has continually been added to the Church throughout its existence and has won several 
awards through the years. Most recently, the Church’s architecture was ranked 11th in “America’s 
Favorite Architecture” poll. The Cathedral welcomes upwards of five million visitors each year, 
with full Masses of diverse people from all around the world attending services every Sunday.  
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My Visit  
 My final, culminating Sunday of my summer in New 
York can be described in one word: fulfilling. I was in awe and 

amazed at so much of what an ordinary 
procession at St. Patrick’s Cathedral 
held – from the rotating cameras 
capturing Mass and transmitting it to a 
national television audience to the sheer 
size of the congregation at hand. I was 
happy to sign the visitor’s list (pictured) 
and celebrate Mass in such a sacred, blessed worship space. 

History Basis and the * Image Credit: St. Patrick’s Cathedral 

http://www.saintpatrickscathedral.org/
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My name is Zach Garcia. 
 

I planned, mapped, attended,  
created, designed, wrote, 
photographed, produced, 

and lived My Catholic Summer . 
 

I am a rising Senior studying 
Convergence Journalism within  

the Missouri School of Journalism at 
the University of Missouri.  

 
I am a native of Colorado and was 
baptized, confirmed, and received 

First Communion to become Catholic 
at Easter 2008. 

 
 

 
I have enjoyed spending this 
summer living in New York City 
through my school ’s New York 
Internship Program, for which I 
have completed this project.  I ’ve 
been interning for the outdoor life 
website The Active Times, and have 
savored exploring every corner of 
this great city – especially on 
Sundays. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 “Where there is God, 
      
           there is home.” 


